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BIOPLASTICS f
Though still very much in the research P 5 SELF-HEALING CONCRETE

stage, new bio plastic made from discarded

shrimp shells matches aluminum in : There are three types of self-healing
strength, at only half the weight. It is also concretes: one with shape-memory
biocompatible, biodegradable, inexpensive polymers activated by electrical current, one
and may be molded to a variety of 3D with healing agents made from organic and
shapes. Researchers are optimistic about inorganic compounds, and one with capsules
the material's ability to replace fossil containing bacteria and healing agents.
fuel-based plastics in consumer and These materials will be able to repair
medical applications. themselves without human intervention.




